


Segway Emails 
 

1.  From Daniela Henzlova, 9/2/08, 10:08am 
 
From: henzlova@nscl.msu.edu 
To: parks@ingham.org  
Subject: segway operation 
 
Dear park representatives, 
I would like to ask you for your advice concerning possibilities and/or limitations of use 
of Segway in Ingham county parks. I was wondering if there are any parks, where 
Segway could be used on trails or where its use would be allowed. 
 
Thank you, 
Daniela Henzlova 
 
2.  From Deb Bavery, 9/2/08, 10:09am 
 
To: Daniela Henzlova 
 
Let me run this by the Parks Director and get back with you... It is not a question that has 
been raised in the past. 
 
3.  From Deb Bavery, 9/4/08, 2:51pm 
 
To: Gordon Schafer; Jenn Wood; Troy Feltman; John Czarnecki (work); Tim 
McCaffrey; Kim Byerly; Murdock Jemerson; Jerry Jaloszynski; John Czarnecki 
(home); George Hayhoe; Michael McDonald; Mark Jenks; Peter Stoughton; Tracey 
Carney Miller; Richard Benkert; Stacie Leyko; Dan Patton; John Gingas; Bob Moore 
(retired); Ronald Bock; Karen Surdenik; Victor Randall; Cynthia 
Tarrant; Bob Ford; David Haywood; Marty Colburn; Younes Ishraidi; Louanne 
Maisner; Mark Mandenberg; Dave Smyth; Nancy Krupiarz; John Coleman; Chris 
Egeler; Wanda Bloomquist; Arnie Johnson 
Cc: Willis Bennett 
Subject: Segway Question 
 
Here at the Ingham County Parks Department we have been asked the question... 
  
I would like to ask you for your advice concerning possibilities and/or limitations of use 
of Segways in Ingham County parks. I was wondering if there are any parks, where 
Segways could be used on trails or where its use would be allowed. 
  
Have you had to make any allowances for this type of apparatus or for motorized 
wheelchairs on your trails/parks?  Our trails currently are for non-motorized use only.  
Any insight would be appreciated.  Thank you. 
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4.  From Younes Ishraidi 9/4/2008 3:19 PM  
 
Deb … Meridian Township will allow the use of the Segway on Township's pathway 
system including off-road paved routes. 
 
Younes Ishraidi, PE 
Chief Engineer 
Meridian Township 
5151 Marsh Road 
Okemos, MI  48864 
(517) 853-4440 
 
5.  From Marty Colburn, 9/4/2008 3:24 PM 
 
We disallow motorized vehicles on the Hayhoe Riverwalk with exception of emergency 
vehicles, city maintenance vehicles and motorized wheelchairs.  We do not interpret 
Segway's as a motorized wheelchair.  The motorized wheelchair is so that we meet the 
needs of the disabled.  People powered bikes, roller blades and roller skates are allowed 
but not skateboards.  We built a skate board park  so they have theirs.  We also built a 
roller skate hockey rink.  Thanks for asking. 
 
Marty Colburn 
City Administrator/Mason 
 
6.  From Mike McDonald, 9/4/2008 3:26 PM 
 
Maybe call Portland Oregon.Parks and Rec....I believe its supposed to be a Segway 
hotspot...they have downtown riverwalk , but I don’t recall seeing a Segway on them. 
 
 
7.  From John Czarnecki, 9/4/2008 3:30 PM 
 
If Segways,  then what about small motor bikes that I have seem around town. 
 
8.  From: Marty Colburn, 9/4/08, 3:37pm 
 
 No.  We disallow motor bikes and skooters.  We have a Police Bike Patrol.  They will 
chase them down if they see them on the Riverwalk. 
 
9.  John Czarnecki 9/4/08, 4:21 PM 
 
The Mason city policy certainly makes sense. 
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10.  From Jerry Jaloszynski, 9/4/2008 4:33 PM 
 
I've followed the conversation about the use of Segways. A Segway could be a legitimate 
means of transportation for a person dealing with mobility issues that are less than totally 
disabling. This may be an issue to share with your local Universal Access Committee or 
Disability Advisory Committee. Get an opinion. At the very least, the user should have a 
physicians recommendation that explains why such a vehicle is necessary. 
  
Otherwise, I agree with the judgment of the masses - they should not be allowed on trails 
designed and operated for pedestrian use. 
   
Jerry Jaloszynski, Coordinator 
Clinton County Green Space Commission 
100 E. State Street - Suite 2100 
St. Johns, MI 48879 (USA) 
Phone: (989) 224-5128  Fax (989) 224-5102 
Mailto:jaloszynskij@clinton-county.org 
 
11.  From Dan Patton, 9/4/08, 5:19pm 
 
Deb … We have no policy on the Segway's specifically just the normal no motorized 
equipment with the wheelchair exception or golf cart if prior arrangements have been 
made. I will make sure we bring it up tomorrow as a question for our MACPRO members 
althougth I think willis is planning to attend. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Dan Patton, Director 
Eaton County Parks 
133 Fitzgerald Park Dr. 
Grand Ledge, MI 48837 
(517) 627-7351 
dpatton@eatoncounty.org  
www.eatoncountyparks.org 
 
12.  From Daniela Henzlova, 9/8/08 9:14 AM 
 
Hello Deb …I was wondering if you have any information for me? I haven't heard from 
anybody so far. 
 
Thank you, 
Daniela Henzlova 
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13.  From Deb Bavery, 9/8/2008 9:47 AM 
 
To:  Daniela Henzlova 
 
We have put the item on the staff agenda for today and asked for input from the Michigan 
Association of County Park & Recreation Officials and should have an answer for you 
soon.  Can I ask, do you use the segway due to a medical problem, or on unpaved trails?  
Thank you. 
  
14.  From Daniela Henzlova, 9/8/08 10:03 AM 
 
Dear Deb … thank you for getting back to me. The reason I ask is that I found out that 
the use of segways is generally allowed in Michigan on sidewalks, right sides of the 
roadways or bicycle routes. The use of segway is also permitted in Gallup park at Ann 
Arbor. As a supporter of this still ecological means of transport I am considering to rent 
(and eventually buy) a segway for a couple of days. Since I live in Ingham county, I was 
wondering if there are any parks where the use of segway would be permitted. … Thank 
you. 
 
15.  From Deb Bavery, 9/8/2008 10:44 AM 
 
To: Daniela Henzlova 
 
This is great information to have for today's discussion.  I will get back with you this 
afternoon. 
 
16.  From Deb Bavery, 9/8/2008 4:41 PM 
 
To: Daniela Henzlova 
 
Thank you so much for your additional information.  Unfortunately, I do not have an 
answer for your.  We have asked other Parks Departments in the area for input and are 
studying the question.  As it stands now a Segway would not qualify for access to our 
non-motorized trails, but we want to discuss the issue with our Parks & Recreation 
Commission in October. 
 
17.  From Dan Patton, 9/12/08 9:25am 
 
To:  Deb Bavery 
 
I just got a notification that the Acess Board is looking at the Segway issue under the 
American with Disabilities Act and I have included a link to what they are reviewing. 
Please note the process covers several different things so it is actually 44 pages long. 
Good luck to whomever reads it. www.ada.gov/NPRM2008/t2NPRM_federalreg.pdf  
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On another note you might want to send the Segway question to Ken Elwert at MACPRO 
to have him send out to all our members. 
 
 
Thanks, 
Dan 
 
Dan Patton, Director 
Eaton County Parks 
133 Fitzgerald Park Dr. 
Grand Ledge, MI 48837 
(517) 627-7351 
dpatton@eatoncounty.org  
www.eatoncountyparks.org  
 
 
18.  From Deb Bavery, 9/12/2008 9:42 AM 
 
To: Dan Patton 
 
Willis sent the question to Ken and we have gotten a lot of responses.  I will forward this 
link on to him.  Thank you! 
 
 
19.  From Mark Brochu, 9/15/2008 10:21 AM  
 
Willis … We have not had this specific question yet but, we allow personal assitive 
devices (one passenger only) for individuals with a handicapped parking pass as long as it 
fits thru 36 inch openings. 
 
We do not allow golf carts, but might allow segways. 
 
Mark 
 
Mark A. Brochu, Director 
St. Clair County Parks & Recreation Commission 
200 Grand River Avenue, # 205 
Port Huron, MI 48060 
Phone: (810) 989-6960 
Fax:     (810) 985-3762 
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20.  From Ron Welton, 9/15/2008 1:10pm 
 
Willis, 
 
In Newaygo County the Park and Recreation Department oversees its own nonmotorized 
trails and additional nonmotorized trails under the Newaygo Community Recreational 
Authority.  We limit all motorized use including mopeds, scooters, and segways on 
nonmotorized trails with the exception of approval granted to mobility impaired 
individuals using power chairs in areas suitable for their use. 
 
21.  From Carl Baumgras, 9/15/2008 2:03pm 
 
No!  Also interested in how this atv use on county roads affects our parks.  I see some 
real problems.  Nothing motorized on trails in any parks.  We even have a problem with 
bikes and pedestrians. 
 
22.  From John Schmude, 9/16/2008 10:02am 
 
Mr. Bennett, Saginaw County does not allow Segways on the Saginaw Valley Rail Trail.   
 
23.  From Robert Tetens, 9/16/2008 10:13am 
 
We do not allow them....until we can figure out a way to make them generate revenue! 
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INGHAM COUNTY PARK RULES AND REGULATIONS 
Adopted June 27, 1998 - Modified June 12, 2007 

 
 
 
The following sections relate to motorized vehicles in the parks: 
 
Section 3.  Park Hours.  
B. Any park or park lands, or portions thereof, may be closed entirely or closed to certain uses 

for such period of time as may be determined by the County or its designated representative. 
 
Section 10.  Bicycles.  Bicycles shall be permitted on designated trails only.  No person shall 
operate a bicycle upon any sidewalk or trail which is posted against such use. 
 
Section 11.  Natural Area and Nature Trails.   
A. Nature trails shall be for pedestrian traffic only, unless otherwise posted.  
B. Fires are prohibited within any nature study areas unless written permission has been 

granted by the County or its designated representatives.  
C. Bicycles, horses and pets are also prohibited within such areas.    
 
Section 12.  Motor Vehicles.   
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to: 

(1)  Operate a motor driven vehicle in excess of fifteen (15) miles per hour within the park, 
except where otherwise posted. 
(2)  Operate any motor driven vehicle of any kind or nature except on designated public 
roads. 
(3)  Operate a motor driven vehicle in violation of posted traffic control signs or devices. 
(4)  Operate an unlicensed motor vehicle upon any park road or parking area. 

B. State Laws.  All motor driven vehicles operated on park roadways or parking lots shall be 
subject to the laws of the State of Michigan as set forth in the Michigan Motor Vehicle Code. 
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INGHAM COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

Meeting of October 27, 2008 
RESOLUTION #    -08 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING STAFF TO REQUEST PERMISSION TO POST  THE VACANT 

HAWK ISLAND PARK MANAGER POSITION AS A PARK MANAGER II 
 
 
WHEREAS, on July 1st, 2007 Potter Park and the Potter Park Zoo were integrated into the 
Ingham County Parks system; and 
 
WHEREAS, at that time the classification of Park Manager III was established in recognition of 
the additional job responsibilities assigned to the Hawk Island Park Manager as a result of the 
integration of Potter park and the Potter Park Zoo into the Ingham County Park system, and 
compensated, at the MCF-11 level (one grade increase) with the differential between the 
reclassification captured from the 2006 Potter Park Zoo Millage; and 
 
WHEREAS, in May of 2008 the Parks Director, Bob Moore, retired and Willis Bennett, Hawk 
Island Park Manager III, was appointed Interim Director; and 
 
WHEREAS, on July 22, 2008 a Horticulturalist/Manager was hired to oversee Potter Park and 
the Zoological Gardens of the Potter Park Zoo; and 
 
WHEREAS, in September of 2008 Willis Bennett was appointed Ingham County Parks Director, 
leaving a vacancy in the position of Park Manager of Hawk Island Park; and 
 
WHEREAS, due to the approval of the Potter Park Zoo Horticulturalist/Manager position it has 
been determined that the position of Hawk Island Park Manager should be posted at the 
previous Park Manager II level; and 
 
WHEREAS, In July of 2008 the Ingham County Board of Commissioners implemented a hiring 
freeze (Resolution #08-194) on all General Fund positions for Ingham County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the hiring freeze will continue through December 31, 2008; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorized a six week hiring delay 
policy for the 2009 budget year (Resolution 08-214); and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission 
authorizes Parks Department staff to apply to County Services for permission post the Hawk 
Island Park Manager as a Park Manager II position. 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the start date for this position be posted as “position 
available in January of 2009.” 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that all hiring freeze specifications implemented by the 
Ingham County Board of Commissioners be adhered to. 
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INGHAM COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

Meeting of October 27, 2008 
RESOLUTION #    -08 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING STAFF TO REQUEST PERMISSION TO POST FOR THE 

POTENTIAL HAWK ISLAND ASSISTANT PARK MANAGER VACANCY  
 
 
WHEREAS, on July 1st, 2007 Potter Park and the Potter Park Zoo were integrated into the 
Ingham County Parks system; and 
 
WHEREAS, at that time the classification of Park Manager III was established in recognition of 
the additional job responsibilities assigned to the Hawk Island Park Manager as a result of the 
integration of Potter park and the Potter Park Zoo into the Ingham County Park system, and  
 
WHEREAS, approval for a new position was received and on July 22, 2008 a 
Horticulturalist/Manager was hired to oversee Potter Park and the Zoological Gardens of the 
Potter Park Zoo; and 
 
WHEREAS, in September of 2008 Willis Bennett was appointed Ingham County Parks Director, 
leaving a vacancy in the position of Park Manager of Hawk Island Park; and 
 
WHEREAS, the posting of the Hawk Island Park Manager position could potentially could be 
filled internally by current parks staff, leaving a vacancy in the Hawk Island Assistant Park 
Manager position; and 
 
WHEREAS, the loss of this position for an extended period of time at Ingham County’s intensely 
popular Hawk Island Park would significantly impact the delivery of services; and  
 
WHEREAS, In July of 2008 the Ingham County Board of Commissioners implemented a hiring 
freeze (Resolution #08-194) on all General Fund positions for Ingham County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the hiring freeze will continue through December 31, 2008; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorized a six week hiring delay 
policy for the 2009 budget year (Resolution 08-214); and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Parks & Recreation Commission 
authorizes Parks Department staff to apply to County Services for permission post the Hawk 
Island Assistant Manager position concurrent with the Hawk Island Park Manager position. 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the start date for this position be posted as “position 
available in January of 2009.” 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that all hiring freeze specifications implemented by the 
Ingham County Board of Commissioners be adhered to. 
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INGHAM COUNTY PARKS FREE DAY STATISTICS

BUR Winter Free 
Day 1/16/06

LL 
Free Day 5/29/06

HI 
Free Day 8/6/06

BUR 
Free Day 9/4/06

BUR/HI/LLN Winter 
Free Day 2/19/07 LL Free Day 5/28/07 HI Free Day 08/12/07 BUR Free Day 9/3/07

BUR/LLN Winter 
Free Day 2/18/08

LLS Free Day
05/26/08

BUR BATYOT 
5/31/08 HI Free Day 08/3/08 BUR Free Day 9/1/08

BUR Visitation

42 people 
attended  
encampment 48 
cars entered park

430 cars BUR 264 cars 644 cars 51 Cars 13 Cars 528 Cars

BUR Food

9 Hot Choc             
4 Soups                 
7 Chili

$171.75 on pop & 
chips - 670 free 
hot dogs

Hot Choc 1120
Cappuccino 384
Coffee 70
Soup 283
Chili 416
Other $273.40 680 free hot dogs

47 hot choc; 
19 chic soup
15 chili
1 coffee

Small bags of 
popcorn: Used 4 
large prepopped 

bags

BUR Pedal Boats 89 99 27 55

BUR In Park Kayaks 171 kayak & canoe 8
11 Single Kayaks, 25 

Double Kayaks

BUR In Park Canoes 108 84

BUR Boat Rental*

166 canoes, 47 
single kayaks, 37 
double kayaks, 

250 total in boats

BUR McNamara Trip 146 trips to 
McNamara

82 canoe & kayak 
trips to McNamara

82 Canoes, 36 
single kayaks, 12 

double kayaks

BUR Snow Tubes 261 47 tubes

BUR Skiing
131 12 sets of skis

HI Visitation 2,400 (831 cars 172 cars 1150 Cars 1634 cars

HI Food N/A

HI Pedal Boats 142 boats

164 boats (avg 
usage time 27.5 
min) 145

HI Rowboats 44 boats

82 boats (avg 
usage time 58.8 
min) 82

LLS Visitation 5,524 (1617 cars) 25 cars 3,891 (1,139 cars) 621 Cars

LLS Food 920 Hot Dogs
1,080 ran out at 
6pm

1152 bags of free 
popcorn

LLS Pedal Boats 544 patrons
871 patrons (229 
pedal boats)

533 patrons
(164 pedal boats)

LLS Boat Rental* 128 patrons 110 (73 boats)

LLS Rowboats   
77 patrons
(22 row boats)

LLN Visitation 524 (372 cars) 114 cars 908 (691 cars) 360 Cars

LLN Food Hot Choc 27

LLN Skiing 29 5 sets of skis

LLB Visitation
1,254 (409 cars-64 
boats) 43 cars

1,008 (691 cars & 
73 boats)

392 Cars
37 Boats 

Weather & Comments Temp 32 gray day 
no snow

Weather was 
sunny & 
temperatures were 
in the mid 90s

Weather was 
favorable, 
temperatures in 
the low 80s and 
mostly sunny

High 77 - Low 52
no rain - sunny

Temp 36 High 
31 Low
Sunny 
no precip

77 degrees & 
sunny

Beautiful clear day -
90 degrees, but 
humid

Perfect Day - low 
80s and sunny

Extremely Icy - 
Temperature of 31 -
rained the day 
before

Forecasted severe 
thunderstorms, and 
turned out to be 
mostly sunny with a 
high of 80 degrees

Perfect day
mid 70s and sunny

86 degree, mostly  
sunny, semi-humid

87 degrees and 
sunny

S:\FREE DAY\Free Day Statistics.xls
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PPZ FREE DAY
10/04/08

PPZ FREE DAY PPZ FREE DAY PPZ FREE DAY

Parking Residents 94

Parking Non-Residents 43

Free Adult Resident Admission 140
Free Child Resident Admission 116

Free Senior Resident Admission 5

Adult Non-Resident Admission $10 21

Child Non-Resident Admission $2 10
PPZ Pass Adults 16
PPZ Pass Childs 17

Reciprocal Pass 33

Recip. 50% Adult 2

Recip. 50% Child 2
Wheel Chair 1st Hour 2

Wheel Chair Add hour 1

Birthday Parties Adult 7

Birthday Parties Child 12

Birthday Parties Senior 1

Weather & Comments Mostly Cloudy low 
to mid 50s

Free day only for Residents of Ingham County and City of Lansing Residents
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